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I. PURPOSE AND TIMELINESS OF THE PANEL

During the last years several approaches have been
proposed to support the process of organizing and searching
in huge collections of multimedia documents. As a
consequence, a great number of methods have been
developed that tackle specific problems of the retrieval
process, such asfeature extraction methods for multimedia
data, problem specific similarity measuresand interactive
user interfaces.

Surprisingly, even though, the area is intrinsically fuzzy,
only few researchers of the fuzzy community have been,
so far, directly involved in research activities around
multimedia information organization and retrieval. In fact,
on the one hand, the automatic annotation of images, videos
or sound objects not only requires theanalysis of noisy
high dimensional dataand it is even uncertain what kind of
feature and what annotation should be used. On the other
hand, users are usually only able to formulate vague queries
when searching for multimedia objects. Thus the retrieval
process itself is doomed to deal with acombination of
uncertain information about the objectsthat we are looking
for andvague information about our information need.

The objective of the panel is to explore how Soft Com-
puting methods can support Multimedia Organization and
Retrieval. A panel of experts of related fields was invited
and, thus, we will be looking at this challenge from different
perspectives, including:

• What does the user really want?
• What can we expect to extract from multimedia objects

and how can this process be supported by soft comput-
ing techniques?

• Is semantic the Holy Grail and how can we obtain
’semantic information’?

• Do we really need ontologies?
• What is the contribution of theory in such an applied

field?

Marcin Detyniecki is with UPMC - LIP6, 104 avenue du Président
Kennedy 75016 Paris, France, (phone: +33 1 44 27 88 03, fax: +33 1 44
27 70 00, e-mail: Marcin.Detyniecki@lip6).

Andreas Nuernberger is with University of Magdeburg, FIN IWS–
IR Group, Universitaetsplatz 2, 39106 Magdeburg, Germany (phone:
+49-391-67-18487, fax: +49-391-67-12018, e-mail: nuernb@iws.cs.uni-
magdeburg.de).

II. PANEL CONTRIBUTORS

• Panel Moderators:
– Marcin Detyniecki, Universit́e Pierre

and Marie Curie, Paris, France,
http://www-poleia.lip6.fr/˜marcin/ .

– Andreas Nuernberger, Univer-
sity of Magdeburg, Germany,
http://irgroup.cs.uni-magdeburg.de .

• Panelists:
– Enrique Herrera Viedma, DEC-

SAI, University of Granada, Spain,
http://decsai.ugr.es/˜viedma/ (IR
and Softcomputing in Web+Text).

– Michihiko Minoh Academic Center for Computing
and Media Studies, Kyoto University, Japan
http://www.imel1.kuis.kyoto-u.ac.jp/
members/minoh/minoh souran e.html
(Multimedia Interaction and Retrieval).

– Mike Nachtegael, Ghent University, Belgium,
http://users.ugent.be/ mnachteg/
academic/ (Soft Computing in Image
Processing).

– Jan Nesvadba, Philips Research,
Eindhoven, The Netherlands,
http://www.hitech-projects.com/hera/
people/nesvadba/ , (Multimedia Industry).

– Gabriella Pasi, Disco, Università
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